Catalogue of Options at CGS 2010-2011

Return the sheet with your choices by Monday, June 7/09
· All options run for the full year. Choose two from your grade level. 
· Girls who are on IPP's or who require ESL support, are able to have this support in the Option B block. We will guarantee that these girls will receive their first choice for Option A.  Please note that resource support is only offered to students who are coded and on and Individual Program Plan. Please print “math” or “LA” or ESL” in the option B slot.  You do not need to name a second choice.
· Please read the descriptions carefully.  You must agree to the learning commitment for the options you choose. Making option changes in September will be difficult or not possible.

· Make sure you have at least one option that you will take for 3 years

· Please check the pre-requisites to make sure you qualify to take the course
· Each option has three class times during a five-day cycle.

· Two sections (A and B) of each option are scheduled with a potential of 25 students per section.  That means a total of 50 students can be enrolled in each option. 

· Grade 7 band students need to be specific about which section 

(A or B) they sign up for according to the instrument they play. 

· Grade 8 and 9 students may enroll in either section A or B regardless of their instrument.  The instrumentation for the band option classes will be balanced by Mr. Le.

Art – Grade 7

Using a variety of media in both two dimensional and three dimensional formats, the beginning art option will introduce students to drawing, composition and encountering art through projects designed to challenge and expand awareness, communication and build basic skills in image making.  In grade seven, the art concepts of line, value and texture are highlighted along with the transformation of form in composition such as progression, alteration and exaggeration.  

Art – Grade 8

In addition to building on skills and awareness gained in the grade 7 program, students will use a variety of media in both two dimensional and three dimensional formats in order to employ space, proportion and relationships for image making.  Experimenting with the transformation of space in compositions along with investigating the use of pattern and emphasis will be a focus for the year.  In addition, students will experiment with value, light, atmosphere and colour selection to reflect mood in image making.  

Art- Grade 9

Building on skills and awareness gained in the previous two years, students will use a variety of media in two-dimensional and three-dimensional formats in order to synthesize previous learning as they use and arrange elements and principles to make compositions.  Students will become familiar with the use of transparency and opacity in the creation of compositions and will investigate the effects of controlling form, colour and space in response to selected visual problems.  Students will also experiment with the principles of dominance, emphasis and concentration in their work and will investigate the effects of modifying colour, space and form to change pictorial style.  
Band – Grade 7 (Beginning Band)         Pre-requisite:  None
The Beginning Band option is designed for any student who has an interest in learning a musical instrument.  No experience is necessary, as this course will introduce students to the fundamentals of instrumental technique on a woodwind, brass or percussion instrument.  Students will also be given opportunities to perform throughout the year at school concerts and to work with professional musicians from the community.  

Students will be required to attend several rehearsals outside of the regular timetable throughout the school year to prepare for performances.
Band  – Grade 8 (Concert Band)       Pre-requisite: 1 year experience
The Grade 8 band option will continue to build on the basic technical skills learned in beginning band.  Students will begin to focus more on performance through full ensemble pieces.  Students will have opportunities to perform throughout the year at school concerts, festivals and to work with professional musicians from the community.
***Students are required to attend regular after school rehearsals as a part of the course.  Rehearsals will be on every second Monday from 3:15 P.M.- 4:30 P.M. in the 2010-2011 school year***

IMPORTANT NOTE:  If you are currently in Grade 7 with no band experience and are interested in enrolling in the Grade 8 Intermediate band, please make an appointment with Mr. Le to get his approval before enrolling in the class. 
Band – Grade 9 (Symphonic Band)      Pre-requisite: 2 years experience
The Grade 9 band option will continue to build the technical proficiency of students on their instruments and their understanding of music through carefully selected repertoire.  The focus of this course is to prepare students for the study of music in high school.  Students will be given opportunities to perform throughout the year at school concerts, festivals and to work with professional musicians from the community.
***Students are required to attend regular after school rehearsals as a part of the course.  Rehearsals will be on every second Monday from 3:15 P.M.- 4:30 P.M. in the 2010-2011 school year***

Dance – Grade 7, Grade 8, Grade 9
Move. Groove. Communication beyond words.

Explore the richness of World Dance, including African, Indonesian, Jazz, Ballet, Folk, Improvisation, Body Percussion, and much more. It's time to shake things up! 
You will not need a dance background. . If you have a dance background it will be a style and movement class with technique but the course will be very different from what you experience in your studio and will add to your repertoire of ideas.
Technique and skill levels advance as you go from grade 7 to 9.
Be prepared to move every class:

1. Gym shorts or sweats, and gym shirt required at all times in a zippered tote bag.

2. Black, split sole, soft jazz shoe required (approx. $55). Specifics and stores will given to the students enrolled on the first day of class.

2. Hair tied back away from face. A personal stock of hair elastics and bobby pins should travel in the student’s gym bag at all times.

3. No gum allowed.

4. Students will be responsible for providing their own costumes for performances. (No elaborate sewing or expensive purchases are expected of parents. Costume items can be sourced from home, or second-hand.) 

Students will be given opportunities to perform throughout the year at school concerts, assemblies, and will work with guest professional dancers from the community.

Drama - Grade 7 
Drama 7 will see the formal introduction to the major skills and terms of drama. Improvisation and story development will be used extensively to explore the dramatic process. Also, because of the communal nature of drama emphasis will be placed on creating an environment of trust and openness. 

Drama - Grade 8 
Continuation of basic elements of drama and theatre as learnt in grade 7. Improvisation, story telling, and terms already learned will be reviewed and explored in further detail. Higher expectations will be placed on the student’s final presentations, whether they be solo or group work. 

Drama - Grade 9          Pre-requisite: at least one year of drama
A higher degree of expectations will be placed on the student. Drama terms and vocabulary should by now be familiar to the student.  There will be greater emphasis on the dramatic process and on the development of creative ideas. Scrutiny will be paid to final presentations and the preparation and process therein. 
French - Grade 7          Pre-requisite: at least one year of French
In Grade 7 we explore the following topics:  people around me, the weather, francophone countries and school.  By working these themes together, students will acquire a richer vocabulary while continually working with aspects of grammar as they create an insightful project on each theme.  There will also be an aspect of creative writing in French.

The topics lend themselves to discussions around French and Québec culture as well as that of other francophone countries.  We will take advantage of everyone having a laptop to explore the spoken word as well as to review our learning by completing various exercises on line. Emphasis is placed on both the oral and written production and comprehension of the language. Keep in mind that we are constantly building on our previous knowledge.  You will be referring to your Grade 6 binder often.

French - Grade 8         Pre-requisite: two years of French
This year we will explore the topics of food, clothing and animals. By working these themes, students will acquire a richer vocabulary while continually working with aspects of grammar as they create their own project on each theme.   Equal importance will be given to oral and written production and comprehension. The topics lend themselves to an informal exploration of Francophone cultures of the world.  There will be an aspect of creative writing in French.

We will take advantage of everyone having a laptop to practice our French skills online and to appreciate the spoken word in an authentic manner.  Keep in mind that we are constantly building on our previous knowledge so will refer to your Grade 7 binder from time to time. Equal importance will be given to oral and written production and comprehension. 

French - Grade 9      Pre-requisite: three years of French
The focus of Grade 9 French is on the topics of sports and exercise, the home and the community.  By working these themes, students will acquire a richer vocabulary while building on the more in-depth aspects of grammar and sentence structure.  They will complete three informative projects around the themes.  Again, the topics lead us to explore some cultural aspects of French-speaking culture of the world.  There will be an opportunity for some creative writing in French from time to time.

We will take advantage of everyone having a laptop to explore the spoken word as well as to review our learning by completing various exercises on line. Equal importance will be given to oral and written production and comprehension. Keep in mind that we are constantly building on our previous knowledge so you will refer to your Grade 8 binder often.

