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Voices of Our Girls 

 
GRADE SEVEN STUDENTS MEET TED HARRISON 

 
Last Tuesday afternoon, the grade seven art students gathered in the library to meet Ted Harrison!  After 
spending over a month of classes studying and then composing original pictures in his style, the girls have 
become really familiar with his work.  With the skill and knowledge of Mr. Broadbent to get us set up, we were 
able to make a connection in real time using Skype.  Girls asked thought provoking questions and we were 
inspired by the honest, considerate answers he responded with.  Now in his eighties, this world renowned 
Canadian artist was no less colourful than his simple, beautiful paintings.  He obviously enjoyed the exchange 
and shared wisdom and insights for life as well as tips for painting and becoming an artist.  I thought you might 
be interested in some of the things he shared with us: 
 
He is inspired by everyday life; the people and the landscapes.  While living in the Yukon, he changed his artistic 
style to the one we are most familiar with.  Hills become patterns and people give the landscape scale.  Keeping 
the work simple sets one thing against another and allows for patterns to emerge.  When talking about his eclectic 
use of colour, he suggested that if you are going to paint as you see it, you might as well just use your camera!  
The art you paint is for you, nobody else.  Keep your vision.  Listen to yourself.  If it is something you like, then 
it is good!  Skies are important for the emotion they evoke; they have their own moods and are always changing 
and interesting to watch.  Artists that inspired him were Van Gogh and Norman Cornish (a teacher of his while in 
England).  It was through his walks with Norman Cornish, Ted learned to really observe colour and watch for it 
in strange places - like the bottom of a bucket! 
 
He summed up his talk by saying, "Keep a child-like vision of the world.  Enjoy looking at life.  Enjoy what you 
see.  Look around you. Become more observant because the more you enjoy everyday life you will see it as a 
wonderland of vision." 
 
It was a wonderful experience for students and adults alike to hear his voice and see a part of who Ted Harrison 
is as a human being. 
 
Valda Harris 
Art Teacher 
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...5-6-7-8! 
 
Our recent Hip Hop 4 Haiti Fundraiser was a huge success! Thank you to everyone who brought in 
donations in support of the Red Cross, and a big shout out to all of the Grade 4 through 9 girls who 
participated in the workshops led by CGS Dance Specialist, Kyrsten Blair. The energy generated 
by these lunchtime workshops was thrilling to behold, and you should all be very proud of your 
accomplishments.  
 

Hope you will join us February 19th at noon in the Lakeview gym, as the grade 7, 8 
and 9 Dance students will be presenting a selection of musical numbers from such 
famous productions as THE WIZ, GREASE, FAME, HAIRSPRAY, and HIGH 
SCHOOL MUSICAL. The girls will be working hard over the next 3 weeks to pull 
it all together, and are very excited by the opportunity to perform for all of you 
again. See you there! 

 

 
BONJOUR! 

 
Students of French have produced some great work so far this year. Grade 6 completed a project on ÒMy 
NeighbourhoodÓ where they drew and labeled a detailed map. Grade 7 worked on Garageband to record their 
personal profile in French, they also made some beautiful precise art cards illustrating who they are and what 
they love.  Grade 8 is immersed in the story of Coco Chanel and some of the students served us fine French 
desserts during a restaurant skit. The grade 9 students are writing letters and working on athlete profiles. 
 
As we have been researching the francophone countries of the world we had a speaker from Mauritius who 
came to talk to some of the students about French culture in Mauritius. Dr. Eileen Lohka is a professor of 
French at University of Calgary and is also a writer. Her energy brought Mauritius to life in the classroom. Dr. 
Lohka also spoke about her upcoming trip home to Mauritius where she will be researching in preparation for 
her next work on the women of the island. The girls really enjoyed her visit and her enthusiasm.  
 
I encourage all girls at all times to tune in to some French music, to chose the French option when watching 
familiar movies, to opt for the French side of the cereal box and to read you some French poetry. Learning a 
second language is quite demanding and the more girls can do out of class, the stronger their communication 
skill will become. 
 
Never a dull moment! 
 

GUTEN TAG ! 
 

German is a module that we offer to Grade 6 girls at CGS. Mr. BennettÕs and Ms. AikmanÕs class sprechen 
Deutsch. The girls are really enjoying wrapping their mouths around some cool German. Already they have 
short conversations in German and love to practice any word with an umlaut. Ask them about German, they 
would love to count for you, or even sing for you!  I lived in Hannover for two years and the girls enjoy some 
of my stories. We have visited Germany, Switzerland and Austria on the internet and discussed some cultural 
aspects of all three cultures.  
 
Danke schšn, it is a pleasure working with your girls. 
 
Mme. Byrne 
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CGS ARTS FESTIVAL  

Following the Family Day long weekend, the students of the fine arts programs at CGS will be showcasing 
their work through a series of performances and art installments.  This festival is meant to bring our school 
community together in celebration of the wonderful work that takes place in these programs.   

Our special guest at this yearÕs festival is the Calgary Civic Symphony, who will be performing a free evening 
concert of movie music which includes selections from Star Wars on Monday, February 22nd.  Tickets will be 
issued for this event as there is limited seating available.  Tickets will be given on a first come Ð first serve 
basis and will be handed out starting Tuesday, February 8th. 

Parents are welcome to attend all daytime performances, which will take place on the days indicated below. 

Arts Festival Schedule 

Tuesday, February 16th    Drama Performances  
Lakeview Gym @ noon 

 
Wednesday, February 17th  Grade 8/9 Concert Band  

University of Calgary, Rosza Theatre @ 10 A.M. 
 
Friday, February 19th   Dance Performances  

Lakeview Gym @ noon 
 
Monday, February 22nd Calgary Civic Symphony 
    Lakeview Gym @ 7:30 P.M. 
 
February 16th-February 22nd Art Gallery in Media Room with selected student works. 
 

Music Festivals 

As we enter into one of the most productive and rewarding parts of the music calendar, our students will be 
participating in a series of festivals as a part of their musical education.  Festivals provide our students an 
opportunity to perform and listen to critical feedback from respected music educators.  Dates for these 
upcoming festivals will be announced in the March newsletter. 

Our music ensembles will be participating in the following music festivals this year. 

Grade 4 Choir    ChoralFest at Knox United Church 
Grade 5 Choir  
 
Concert Choir    ChoralFest at Knox United Church 
    Kiwanis Music Festival at the Jubilee Auditorium 
 
Grade 8/9 Concert Band Alberta International Band Festival at the U of C 
    Alberta Band Association Festival at Red Deer College 
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SCIENCE AT  CGS 
February 4 at 6:30 in the Lakeview Library 

 
Teachers will be sharing the Òhands onÓ science work that occurs at CGS.  We hope that this will give 
parents a glimpse into the processes that girls are engaged in as they discover what it means to be a 
scientist. Please join us for this 60 minute presentation that will include how technology is  
utilized to maximize girlsÕ science learning. 
Please RSVP to caroline.parker@calgarygirlsschool.com, subject line ÒScience  
EveningÓ by Monday, February 1. 

 
 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM CGS STAFF 
 

Both campuses were recently involved in a fundraising activity to aid victims of the earthquake in Haiti. Under the 
leadership of Ms. Kyrsten Blair, our dance teacher, girls and staff at both campuses had the opportunity to learn and 
perfect their hip hop moves.  CGS girls donated $2836.08 to the Red Cross relief efforts while having a very good time. 
Thank you to Ms. Blair and everyone who contributed to this worthwhile cause. At the time that this newsletter is being 
formulated, there is a bottle drive planned to further fund raising for Haiti. These initiatives are wonderful examples of 
our girls' commitment to care for others in the global community. 

February also brings Louise Kent, a singer and inspirational speaker from Free the Children to the Lakeview Campus on 
February 18. This presentation, funded by the School Council will also include an afternoon leadership workshop for all 
girls in grade 7. Louise will also be the keynote speaker at the WomenÕs Eve Gala on April 24th.  Bel Aire students will be 
working with Right to Play. Plans are underway to best involve the younger students so that they are able to see that they 
too can make a difference in the world. 

Staff professional development continues at CGS with teachers from both campuses involved in book studies on the 
following topics: 

¥ Assessment 

¥ Brain-based learning theory 

¥ Social and Emotional Development of Girls 

Teachers have worked intensively with Dr. Sharon Friesen through their grade group teams. On the January 29th and 
February professional development days, Dr. Friesen will be working with us to further the inquiry work that is 
happening at the school. 

At the January Board Meeting Dr. Friesen shared her recent experiences as a participant on the recent trade mission to 
China. China is fully endorsing an inquiry model of curriculum with the expectation that each learner will participate, 
contribute and create within every discipline topic. The model is radically different from a knowledge transmission view 
of schooling to a view where education and schooling is seen as a means to knowledge building. Dr. Friesen related that 
this view is not unlike the work that happens at CGS.  

We look forward to the wisdom, breadth and depth that Dr. Friesen brings to our continuing work together. 

February also brings Chips and Chat, a time when our staff can re-connect with alumni and former CGS students gather 
to share stories, hugs and memories. The event happens on February 4 in the Lakeview gym. 

 
 

SPORTS AT CGS 
 
 Basketball season has begun and the girls look to repeat as champions. Coach Rob has them playing a fast paced game 
and strong defense. The Team will play 8 games over the next 6 weeks. If you are interested in watching the Sr. Team 
play please contact the school for information.  
 
Our Jr. Basketball team has been selected and will begin development starting January 25th.  
 Ms. McNeil and Mr. Shore will coach the team and are in the process of organizing exhibition  
games with our schools.  
 
Go Griffins! 
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WOMENÕS EVE GALA 2010 
 
Dear CGS Families, 
 
We are inviting you to 2010 Women's Eve Gala on April 24 at Red and White Club. Planning is already underway and we are 
excited to have a group of Grade 9 girls helping this year along with Senate Girls and teachers in charge. We 
encourage parents and grade 9 students who would like to help to contact Maja at m.petrovic@shaw.ca or Valda Harris,  
teacher at valda.harris@calgarygirlsschool.com. Invitations and ticket orders coming SOON! 
 
IMPORTANT  NOTE: We are sending invitations this year ELECTRONICALLY, so parents and alumni,  
please make sure that the school has your current email address.  
 
Thank you again for your continuous support in our efforts to organize one great evening where we can  
honour incredible women and raise funds for our post-secondary scholarship and leadership bursaries for  
girls enrolled at CGS. 
 
Warmest regards, 
Maja Petrovic 
WEG Coordinator 
 
 
 
 

CGS DIGITAL YEARBOOK FOR  2009-2010 
 
The 2009-2010 CGS Digital Yearbook is being created by a committee 
of students, is free of charge to every student and will be distributed in 
the latter half of June 2010.  This yearbook will be in a DVD movie 
format, enclosed in a DVD case with an autograph booklet inside the 
DVD case.  It will feature:  

¥ Headshots of every student in their classroom group 
¥ Field Trip and candid shots of students in their classroom 

group 
¥ Teachers and Staff headshots 
¥ Sports teams 
¥ CGS events 
¥ Graduation: voices of our grads and the grad video 

 
 

UNIFORMS 
 
Top Marks will be at Lakeview on 
February 19 from 3:00 - 5:00p.m.  
Exchanges, returns and fittings can be 
done at that time.  Ties,  
black socks and all hair  
accessories can also be  
purchased.  
 

ALBERTA EDUCATION SURVEYS  
 
You may have recently seen newspaper articles on Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) or changes to the Grade 12 
Diploma Exams. Both PATs and Diploma Exams contribute to the Accountability Pillar, a tool used by Alberta Education 
to evaluate how well the education system is meeting the expectations of parents and the public. All parents want to know 
that their children are receiving a quality education.  Grades are important but there is more to it than that.  A quality 
education helps all children make the most of their talents and abilities. 
  
The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators consisting of surveys of students, parents and teachers on various 
aspects of quality; student outcomes such as dropout and high school completion rates; and provincial assessments of 
student learning.  
 
From January to the end of February, Alberta Education will be conducting the annual Accountability Pillar Survey. In 
January, parents of students in grades 4-12 will receive a survey from Alberta Education.  In February, students in grades 4-
12 and all teachers will be completing their surveys online at school.    
All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about experiences with this school. In addition to English and French, the 
parent survey is available in Mandarin, Cantonese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean, Spanish and Tagalog.   
  
As an annual check-up on the education system, the Accountability Pillar provides an opportunity for Alberta Education 
and school authorities to ensure that weÕre equipping students for success. Your participation in the survey helps, so we 
encourage you to return your survey promptly.   
 
Survey results will be available to school authorities in May 2010, and will be reported publicly by school authorities as 
part of their 3-Year Education Plans and Annual Education Results Reports. 
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REGISTRATION NEWS  
 
HIGH SCHOOL REGISTRATION UPDATE  
Calgary Public Schools 
 
Girls who will be registering with the Calgary Public Board of Education will be doing this with Ms. Brown at CGS 
between mid-February and mid-March. STUDENTS MUST REGISTER IN THEIR DESIGNATED HIGH SCHOOLS.  
The individual schools will forward the Registration Guides to CGS and we will begin the process at the school.  The 
girls will then take the registration form home for parent input and signatures.  These are to be returned to Ms. Brown at 
CGS and they will be forwarded to the appropriate high school prior to March 15, 2010.  STUDENTS WISHING TO 
REQUEST A TRANSFER TO ANOTHER CALGARY BOARD OF EDUCATION HIGH SCHOOL MUST SUBMIT 
A TRANSFER REQUEST FORM TO THEIR REQUESTED HIGH SCHOOL.  These can be picked up at the 
designated high school and taken to the preferred high school prior to March 15th. Even if you are hoping to transfer to 
another CBE school, you must register first at your designated high school.  
 
 
Calgary Catholic High Schools  
Girls planning on registering at any of the eight Calgary Catholic School Board Schools must do so in person at their 
designated schools.  Parents are to contact the designated Catholic High School and make an appointment with an 
administrator.  You must take proof of address and proof of baptism of either parent or the student registering.  Should 
you wish to transfer to another Catholic High School, this can be discussed with the Administrator at the time of your 
interview. 
 
DO YOU HAVE ANOTHER DAUGHTER WHO MAY WISH TO ATTEND CALGARY GIRLSÕ SCHOOL? 
 
At CGS, siblings of present students are given priority placement if there is room and if this seems to be the right school 
for your daughter.  
 
You must submit an application for the sibling as soon as possible.  If we do not know about her we cannot save a 
space for her. 
 


